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Early in the nineteenth century the state of Ohio, Springfield and

Clark County were organized. Soon after this time our church was

organized. The War of 1812 with the Indians was over, the area was

relatively safe for settlers to come. These early settlers were from

pioneer stock, mostly farmers, who had migrated here from Virginia.

The land was somewhat cleared off with cabins dotted here and there.

It was a beautiful country with plenty of wooded area and good fert le

land; some Indians still had their homes here and their children played

and fished with the settler's children. The land was virgin territory, one

family reported having killed 400 deer the first winter. The streams and

creeks were full of fish and wild turkey was very plentiful.

In 1815 a family by the name of Miller had bought a quarter section

(about 40 acres) along Donnels Creek. A son Henry, had come up

earlier to look over the land and found it very favorable. They paid

seven dollars an acre. A big home was built and the lane to that home
goes past the Bethel Cemetery. Soon a primitive type schoolhouse was

built and replaced later by two others. Fellowship Hall was formally

the last schoolhouse used. Fred miller gave the land for the school, Hugh

Wallace gave the lumber and J. P. Leffel erected the school. J. P. Leffel

was a son-in-law of Fred Miller.

Five people led by the Holy Spirit and with a deep faith and trust

in God, fulfilled a dream they had of having a house of worship. These

five people contacted three Elders — Joseph Morris, Luke Byrd and

William Sutton to come to help them organize a church. They willingly

came and on Saturday, April 2E> 1822 our church was born. One

record lists it as the first church in Bethel Township. The first five

members were John and Jonathan Lorton, Jessie Lowe, Eliza Donovan

and Sarah Stephens. As soon as the church was organized they opened

their church to new members and two people came in for membership.

On Sunday the two were baptized. Baptisms were held in the creek the

year round until the the 1930's when churches in Springfield were used.

Now Bethel has her own baptismal. Some of our present members
remember the ice in the creek being broken so that their baptism

could be held.

In June these first members named their church Bethel and how
appropriate since Bethel means house of worship, it was in Bethel

Township and they met near Bethel school.

At first they met in homes and barns when the weather would not per-

mit a service outdoors. When outdoors it was held in a woods or grove

and it was probably the one across the road from our church. The

Wallace woods was mentioned and that was known as the Wallace farm.

How quiet it must have been to have a worship service outdoors. Today

it would be almost impossible with all the noise of planes, cars, motor-

cycles and even lawnmowers. A board was placed upon two logs for the

preacher to stand on, a board put between two trees and an open Bible

5



and song book laid upon it. The preacher came on horseback following
the trails made by the Red Man and it was the members responsibility to

invite him into their home to stay while he was conducting their services.
I read that written sermons were an abomination and the people felt that
any preacher who could not preach without reading his sermon had lost

his calling. The service would start at 11 A.M. on Saturday and continue
on Sunday and would be held once a month. At the service they would
have devotions, singing and if no preacher, many tmes their own
members would speak, then they would have prayer and several
persons would be named as having prayer. This would be followed by
a business session. Sunday was spent in a worship service and usually
ended with a baptism in the creek. By the end of the year they had
thirteen members. As the membership grew they met in the schoolhouse.

The members immediately wrote to the Mad River Association
for membership and became members that same year. Mad River
Association had been organized in 1812 by five churches so Bethel has
been a part of that organization since its early history. Bethel asked
the Association for for yearly meetings which meant that they would
send them preachers to hold special services. This must have been
similar to our evangelistic meetings. In 1823 Bethel sent word to the
Association that they denounced the Mission system.

The Association was having trouble over the mission question. At
first they took the stand that all churches must accept missions but
many churches threatened to leave the Association so finally they
voted that each church must decide among themselves what they
wished to do as far as Missions was concerned.

Had you known there was a Regular Baptist Church at New Carlisle?

It was a member of the Mad River Association. This church was
organized in 1830, reported 23 baptisms in 1837, 68 in 1840 then in 1843

they reported 75 baptisms but 56 dismissals. It would be interesting to

know what happened. The church entertained the 30th anniversary of

the Mad River Association but in 1852 they asked to join the Dayton
Association and at that time gave a membership of 67. I have not
been able to find out when that church ceased to exist.

In June 1822 Bethel appointed Evan Stephens as a temporary Deacon
and they planned their first Communion. When they took Communion
it was taken from a common cup.

It must have been interesting to watch an early service. When
families came to the church and entered, the family parted and the
men would sit on one side of the church and the women would be
seated on the other side.

In 1823 the church voted to renounce the Mission system. It is hard
to imagine our church being against Missions for in 1964 our church
ranked first in the state in per capita giving for Missions.
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In 1824 Hezekiah Smith a member of the church was licensed to preach

and five years later he became one of Bethel's ministers — serving

the church that had licensed him. That same year Jonathan Lorton,

one of the organizers, asked the church to give him permission to

speak in public whenever he might be asked. Later I read where he

got into trouble over his speaking and finally I read where he was

dismissed from the church when accused of Intemperance and frolick-

ing. Three women were called to testify as witnesses to this accusation.

In 1827 John Tazwell was made a Deacon and Evan Stephens became

a Deacon permanently. The record shows that Mr. Stephens had some

trouble with another man over plants but when brought before the

church he was acquitted of any wrongdoing.

In 1828 William Sutton, one of the Elders who had helped to organize

the church was called to preach for one year at a salary of $24, a year.

This was the first mention of what the ministers were paid. The church

was meeting just six times a year or every other month.

About this time the Mad River Association minutes read that they

waived reading a letter from the Meigs Co. Association because they

were sure members of that Association were corresponding with slave

holders. No mention was made of slaves being brought with the

settlers^ and I know from early history the people of Virginia were

divided in their thinking on owning slaves.

In 1838 Thomas J. Price of Urbana was called to preach. He was

their pastor for two years and five years later came back to preach

thirty-three more years, making a total of thirty-five years he had

served as pastor. During the last year he had a lingering illness and

a Rev. Thomas came to assist him. He died while in the service of

the church and from what mention was made, I am sure they had

grown to dearly love this man of God.

I found this early church striving for a pure and almost perfect

church. Most of their business meetings were taken up with discipline

problems among their members. One member would report to the

church that another member had committed a transgression and I am

sure they had substantial proof before they brought it to the attention

of the church. The accused person was asked to come before the

church to answer the charges. This was known as being "called on

the carpet." If they acknowledged the act, said they were sorry and

asked the church to bear with them they were forgiven and welcomed

back into the fellowship of the church. If they didn't come before the

church they were presumed guilty and were expelled from the church.

Here are some of the transgressions that the people were accused

of doing; intemperance of ardent spirits, intemperance and frolicking,
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unchristian language used, unseeming act of conversation with a female,
libelous and slanderous words against another (this time it was a
member who spoke against the preacher.) If you lied about your
taxes, quarreling with each other, cheating another in a business

transaction, immoral acts, fornication, not paying your subscription

to the church and even irregular attendance. I found of the many
members brought before the church, many did ask forgiveness and
were welcomed back but many were excluded and expelled. I got the

impression that some of their business meetings got very heated for

one member was dropped because of his conduct at one of the meetings.

The member that spoke against the preacher did not appear when they

had the hearing and witnesses reported he had left the state. In speaking
with a relative of his, she felt it had been unfair to have the hearing

while he was absent. But this is the way the church handled their

problems — if you did not defend yourself you were put out of the

church. He became an embittered man as far as the church was
concerned and never attended another. She said she felt he had
become an atheist.

I found these words written behind the names on the church roll;

expelled, excluded, dropped, dismissed, dismissed by letter and dis-

missed and restored. I found that three of the original five members
had been expelled. I also found eleven of the first fifty members had
the word expelled behind their names and two or more had been
expelled but restored.

The membership roll was evaluated every so often and members
would call on those that had not been attending to find out their

reasons for not being at church. I found some amusing and unusual

incidents. One young girl wanted to come into the church but her

father opposed it so the church decided because of her father's stern

attitude they would not accept her as a member. Another member
when asked why he had been absent so long he said he had never been

converted and had only come forward in the excitement so his name
was dropped. I found records were kept on both morning and evening

attendance at the services. One man came into the church in February.

The following March he was brought before the church and accused of

making false statements — he too was dropped from membership. I

thought it such a short membership. Another member said he had
more enjoyment in the Methodist Church. One lady asked for a letter

of dismission to join the Methodist Church. The church was reluctant

to give a letter to a church of another denomination but she said she

a::d her husband had a mutual agreement before they had married

that after marriage they would attend the Methodist Church so to avoid

any difficulty between them she was given her letter. One man was
expelled for being unchaste and of an immoral character. At the next

meeting three members by the same name asked for letters of dis-

mission. I wondered whether they were displeased and peeved at the
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church because he had been expelled. One lady member had a quarrel

with another lady member and had moved away to Illinois. She wrote

back asking for her letter but the church was reluctant to give it to

her because she had not settled the quarrel. The church discussed this

case at business sessions for over four months. One group thought she

should have settled her quarrel to get a letter of good standing, others

thought they were being unfair in not giving it to her. At one time

they voted 12-9 not to give her a letter. Then the lady she had quarreled

with asked that her name be dropped saying they had not acted fairly.

Finally they decided to give her the letter but not until hard feelings

had been allowed to happen that did harm to the fellowship of the church.

Intemperance seemed to be a problem among some of the members.

In reading the history of Bethel community I find that among the first

businesses were distillers. At one time a family by the name of Lammes
were considered the only tea-totalers in the whole townsheip. A Black

Horse Tavern on the Donnelsville North Hampton-Old Troy Road was

run by a Quaker sort of couple. I thought it was unusual that someone

taken for a Quaker would run a tavern. In the 1840's a Temperance man
came through the community and many people signed the pledge not

to take intoxicating Lquor. Then in 1847 an epidemic of cholera was

prevalent and brandy was used to cure it. This caused many to forget

the pledge they had signed.

I mentioned the Frederick Miller family settling near Donnels Creek.

They had come here from Virginia. In 1822 he built a new home and

it was considered one of the finest in the area. It had an open stairway

and a beautiful ornate mantle over the fireplace. He was the father of

four sons and two daughters. He died the December after he built his

home and the year Bethel was organized. I found an amusing incident

in his will. He had said if his wife, Elizabeth, wished to stay in the

family home she could have the room she desired and she chose the

rooms with the ornate fireplace. He also said if she married she could

no longer live there and she would be allowed her bed and bedding,

one cow, one Dutch oven, one set of cups and saucers, one set of

plates, one pot and one kettle. This lady was known for her pear trees.

She had brought seed from Virginia with her to plant here.

This family must have appreciated the need of the church in this

area for John, Henry and Daniel Miller approached the church group

and offered several tracts to choose from but did say they must share

it with other religious groups. A Universalists church group used the

church when it was built. The site chosen was beside the land the

family had set aside for a cemetery. It was also chosen because it was

on the Springfield-New Carlisle turnpike and was also near the school.

The Millers were not Baptists. Mrs. Miller was Lutheran and preferred

to hear the sermon in German but among the lists of members at

Bethel we find that three sons and a daughter have joined the Baptist
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Church. We find their names as well as their decendents, Paul Martin,

Miriam Salyers, Martha Suver and Elno Hardacre. These folks are

leaders of our church today. A daughter Deliliah married a Gordon

and her descendents are Robert Gordon, Bill and David Gordon and

Emma Gordon Potter. These, too, have served many offices in our

church. You read the names of Ebersole, Detrick, Purcell, Hance,

Leffel, Gaines, Noller, Martins, Gordon and Hardacre in Bethel history

and they are all a part of the Miller family. At one time (1859) the

Miller family owned over 800 acres of land circling the Bethel area and

this did not include grandchildren of the Millers. So the family that

gave the land for Bethel wove their lives into the building of our church

and it is ironic that just several years ago history repeated itself

when Robert Gordon and Elno Hardacre offered land to the church

on which to build a parsonage.

In 1834, I read for the first time that Sunday School was brought up

and it caused a division in the church. In the minutes of the Mad
River Association, I read that the subject of Missionary, Temperance,

Tracts or Sunday School, was not to be brought up as it possessed no

ecclesiastical authority — then two years later they made a resolution

that Bible and Mission Societies as moral institutions are useful in

the promotion of the good of society.

This same year David Miller came into the church and subscriptions

were circulated among members of the church and the community to

support the gospel. They were trying to get financial support and

interest in the building of a church.

The first church was planned and built in 1837. It was to be a log

type, to be thirty feet by forty feet, one story and was built thirty feet

east of the present church. Subscriptions were secured from the

members and by the time the church was completed it was paid for

at a cost of $700. That must have been quite an undertaking for so

small a group. Cash was not easy to get but we find a very dedicated

group who gave willingly of their money. They must have been a very

happy group praising and thanking God for their blessings. One member

marred their joy by refusing to pay his subscription and was expelled

from the church (this was one of the original members). One record

shows he took eleven members with him and formed the New Lite

Group. It said he disagreed with the church accepting the mission plan

as he was anti-mission. Th's anti-mission group built a house two miles

northeast of Bethel on the old Troy Road. It was a plain log house and

had no pulpit and for benches they had slabs with no backs. I read

where it said Bethel had nice benches as well as a pulpit. I never did

read where Bethel changed their feelings on Missions but they must

have since a member has been asked to leave because he is anti-mission.
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In 1840 the church elected their first Treasurer. Before when money

was needed a committee was appointed to go to the members and the

money to pay the bills was always given.

In 1843 a lock was put on the church and a little later latches were

put on the windows. As curious as our school children are today, 1

wondered if they ventured over to the church once too often. I read

in the history of Bethel School that when it was built the boards of

the floor were left loose so disobedient children could be put under it.

Can you imagine such a mode of discipline?

In 1847 David Miller was chosen Singing Clerk, I guess we would

call him Song Leader. It also said it was his duty to improve himself

in the best possible manner. I thought this amusing but I guess we

should all do this when we accept a new position.

It was also during this time that an epidemic of cholera caused

sickness and death in many homes.

In 1853 the church started preaching twice a month instead of once

a month and this still included Saturday and Sunday. The church also

sent word to the Mad River Association that they disapproved of

collections being taken up on the Sabbath. Since the money for bills

in the past had been paid by the members when they requested it,

the church seems to feel no need for collections.

It was also about this time the church decided to have Communion

quarterly instead of every two months. Since some unbaptized visitors

had come with members and had partaken of the Lord,s Supper it was

voted to have Closed Communion. This meant only members of the

church could partake. This is not true today but I did not read when

they changed this practice. But because of the new ruling the number

who had brought the visitors took offense and asked to be dismissed

as a member of the church.

This year (1853) Bethel was asked to send a delegation to Myrtle

Tree to settle a difficulty. I found many times, the church received

requests to help start a church in other areas, or to help settle a

problem in a church or among churches.

It was also at this time that Robert Hardacre, a school teacher was

hired to rewrite the church minutes from 1822 to 1853 — thirty-one years.

He recieved $3.50 for his work and was a beautiful writer. I cannot say

that for all clerks. Some of their writing was very hard to read.

It was in the 1850's I read where they bought song books and each

member bought their own at a cost of 30 cents. So when you went to

church you carried your song book along with your Bible. I read where

they bought their first organ and once I read where those who sang

in the choir were appointed by the church.
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In 1854 Rev. Price told the congregation he felt called to preach the

Gospel in a destitute region including the headwaters of the Little

Miami and a part of Greene County. The church told him to go and
preach in the name of Bethel. In 1855 seven members from Beavercreek

and Bloomingburg churches who had been dismissed from their churches

were received into the fellowship at Bethel. I wondered if these people

were from the area that Rev. Price had gone to preach.

Bethel was host to the Mad River Association this year. She has been
host many times - twelve in all but at this early date it must have been
quite a task. Committees were appointed and there was a need for a

grove to hold it in - I think the one across the road from the church was
used. Homes were opened to welcome all the visitors for it would last

three or four days. People had to be met at the railroad depot in

Springfield and New Carlisle and that must have taken the better half

of the day in a horse and buggy. I read where the railroad gave half

fare rates to those coming to the Association and also read where the

Association wrote their grateful thanks for their generosity. Dishes had
to be borrowed from neighboring churches (Donnelville and Brethern).

The New Carlisle Camp Grounds loaned benches and chairs and in

later years George Trostel brought chairs. One early meeting mentioned

buying 200 loaves of bread — now that would be easy today to have

200 loaves delivered but how did they do it then when delivery would

have to be made from Springfield by horse and wagon. Another time

they purchased meat and the bill was $8.68 and they had many to feed,

it makes you wonder how much they paid per pound? Can't you just

imagine how hard the ladies worked to make their homes spick and

span for company and then spend hours cooking and baking their

favorite dishes for the visitors?

The meetings were different too, if the preacher did not preach

longer than an hour it was useless for him to get up to speak and many
times they listened to three and four speakers. It was a grand time of

fellowship with other Baptists to share experiences, blessings and to

compare accomplishments.

In 1855 a plank fence was erected around the church. Again I

wondered about the curiosity of the school children nearby or maybe
there were stray cattle to keep out. Soon after a picket fence was put

up between the church and the cemetery. Then two years later they put

a rail fence up to separate school and church.

In 1857 some members tried to get the Saturday service changed

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. but they could not get a unanimous vote so they

continued at the early hour.

Sunday School was organized in 1857. It had been urged by the

Association since 1850 but the church decided if they started Sunday

School it would be kept separate from the church. I found the old
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Sunday School records very interesting. In 1883 with an average weekly

attendance of 32 the collections only averaged 15 cents. In 1890 the

average attendance was 45 and the average for collections was 24 cents.

It is hard to imagine how a Sunday School could run on less than a

dollar a month as they did in 1883. But teachers had little help and

used their Bible for stories and memory verses. They must have been

very dedicated as well as ingenious to keep the class attentive. There

were Sunday School periodicals at 10 cents a copy. They would have

contests to boost the attendance, (once it was the Blues and Reds).. In

the early secretary books people were counted by sex — so many

females, so many males and then the total. Also a record was kept of

each member's attendance at the evening service. I found some

interesting notations on pages of a Sunday School record book for 1890.

The secretary had jotted his thoughts down on the page but I am sure

they were never read aloud.

Here are some: Feb. 2 — School very grippy this morning, both are

trying to see who can cough the most. (Does both

mean the women against the men)?

March 2 — We feel ourselves highly complimented by

having two of our colored brethern present with us

this pleasant Sunday morning. Our worthy secretary

forgot to put on a fresh shirt but as he is a faithful

officer we freely forgive him.

March 9 — School is in a very flourishing condition

this morning despite the prevailing epidemic of

sleep which has been lost from the exhibition of

0. B. Grange. Missionary meeting tonite — Come
one and all. Dora says she is going to speak.

March 16 — Three teachers and one officer absent

this morning. One party on a bum, I suppose.

March 23 — Everybody come to Sabbath next Sunday.

After school Rev. Green of Springfield will deliver

on the "Perseverance" of the Saints." A few of the

members look as tho they have been on a tare,

to Tremont, I suppose.

May 11 — Miss Dora is absent this morning. (I think

he had an interest in Miss Dora).

June 8 — Our Sunday School looks kind of lonesome

this morning in the absence of our Superintendent.

Great number of our young people at home this

morning — too much ice cream last night.
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June 29 — School in a very flourishing condition.

(There were 50 present) Awful hot. C. M. Heistand

has a new gold watch. Oh my, he looks like he

thought he was some pumpkin.

Aug. 4 — Dora did not give a cent in the collection.

Aug. 11 — An amusing discussion was held at a busi-

ness session when they discussed ways to get the

congregation to sit toward the front of the church

but nothing was decided (As you know we have the

same problem today).

On Aug. 17 he listed a barn in this area having burned to the ground.

Loss $25,000 fully insured. I thought it unusual to have a barn 90 years

ago valued at $25,000 and be fully insured.

In 1861 a resolution was presented that all members of Bethel Church

deem it their duty to abstain from all intoxicating liquor as a beverage.

The years 1863-1865 were taken up with concern over the Civil War.

Many families had sons going off to fight and they still had relatives

and friends living in Virginia. Now they were on opposite sides and

at war with one another.

At one time Bethel was an integrated church. A Negro family by the

name of Lowry lived in the neighborhood and attended Bethel. Their

pictures are found in old school and Sunday School picnic groups. From
what I could find out they were an asset to the church and loved by all.

In 1866 hitching racks were placed across the front of the church. I

could not find out when buggy stall's were built across the back of the

church but they were still there during the 1930's and used by some

members even then.

Just to show how times have changed and inflation hadn't arrived yet

a man was employed to build a fire twice a month for five months for

one dollar. Another time someone was hired to clean the church twice a

month for $18 a year. Earlier I read where a visiting pastor cleaned the

church before each meeting. In 1882 a sexton was hired for $25 a year.

They were expected to clean the church in the spring and again in the

fall, have wood chopped and furnish materials to keep the church in

order. The church really got a lot for their money.

In 1868 Trustees were appointed to the church. The Moderator was

always the minister and if he would be absent or they would be without

a minister someone would be appointed Moderator but it was usually a

different person each time-it wasn't until 1914 that a layman was elected

to serve as Moderator.
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In 1869 the Deacons and Clerk were appointed to look after the needy

and to take measures to relieve their wants. Sometimes it was to give a

widow wood, seed to another - one time a man helped who had suffered

the loss of all of his cattle. Many times people were helped when they

suffered loss by fire.

In 1874 the church decided to levy a tax of 10 cents per member. This

was to be paid monthly to the Treasurer and to be used to defray

expenses. New song books were also bought this year. It seems they

bought song books often. It may be they were paperback and did not

last long. At first they were Penicostal, then Psalmist and finally

Baptist books. This is also the year they recorded 100 books in the

library.

This seems to be a time of trouble in the church again. One member

was told he must answer some serious charges against him either in

person or in writing or his name would be dropped and he would not be

given a letter of dismission. He claimed he was clear of the judgment

so the accuser was called upon to establish the charge. The clerk had

written "which in the judgement of the church he failed to do." The

accused asked that minutes be corrected so the clerk with a pencil

crossed out "which in the judgement of the church he failed to do" and

he wrote across the top "which he did after considerable discussion".

The charge was illigal return or listment of personal property, money

and audits. He said there was no intention of fraud or unlawful doing.

Here again we find two men of the church opposite sides and being very

definite about it. The church made a motion that the men become

reconciled before the church would take action. This they did later but

these were two prominent leaders in the church. Five members asked

for their letters of dismission at this time but I don't know weather their

leaving had any connection to this problem.

In 1877 the church voted to send 20 cents per member to foreign

missions.

I had read of one of the members making candle boxes but this year

they voted to buy lamps and oil at a cost of $3.35.

In 1879 with about 100 members it was decided to build a new church.

It was to be brick, 32 feet by 45 feet with a bell at a cost of $1297. This

was in March and by April $923 had been subscribed and by May they

had $1243. It was to be built just west of the original church and is part

of our church now that we use for the sanctuary. The final cost was

$1372.24 and was paid for when completed. It was heated by two stoves

— one on each side of the church.

The bell was important to the people then. It called the members to

worship and told the neighbors when the church was having services.

It rang in case of emergencies to let people know they were needed to
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help. It has not been on the church for some time but we hope to bring

it back since it was a symbol of long ago.

In 1880 a dedication was held for the new church.

Since the church had been involved in a building expense for the new

church they had not been able to pay their pastor all his salary (they

still owed him $94). It was decided not to call a pastor until this

was paid. They must have been concerned about not having a pastor

for they were able to get the money and the pastor was called for

another year.

In 1881 they decided not to call that pastor back and they tried to get

another pastor. The called pastor sent word that he couldn't come so

they voted again on the former pastor and it was unanimous. I thought

it interesting that in one month all the members had changed their

minds and were in agreement. The next year they called another pastor

and started half-time preaching.

In 1883 the Treasurer gave a report of having collected only $3.65 for

the past three months. So it was decided to charge 10 cents per each

male member and 5 cents per each female member - this was to be paid

monthly to the Treasurer and that no member would be given a letter

of good standing unless his obligations had been met with the church. But

at the next meeting they voted not to add the last part about not being

given a letter of good standing.

In 1885 I think Bethel must have had one of the most inspirational

events a church could have when Miss Nettie Pursell went to be a

missionary in India. There she met her husband a man by the name of

Moore. He translated the new testament into the Garu language for these

people. Later her sister Charlotte also went to the same field. She too

married a man named Moore in India and they both had families while

living there; mention was made of letters read from the missionary

girls and from time to time money was sent to them but the church did

not support them - this money that was sent was a gift.

This was the year that I first heard Sunday referred to as Lord's Day.

They also decided to take up collections at each meeting. Reference

was made to the basket offering so they must have used basket plates.

The church was having financial problems again. When choosing a new

pastor they tried to contact several men. One former pastor said he

would come for $200 a year or whatever they could raise but he lost

the vote. They heard from four other ministers who offered to come

for $250 to $400. Finally Rev. Beck was called for $350.

In 1887 Mrs. Leah Pursell, the mother of two missionaries, organized

the first Missionary Society in the church. On the first lists of members

I found men's names so they were included in the group. Several times

I saw men's names as being president of the Society. Today it is a

16



group of ladies that form the Mission Society. Mrs. Pursell must have

had a great influence in the guiding of her daughters into Mission work

for now since she has daughters as missionaries, she is seeing the

need for enlisting the whole church in Mission work. The society met

all day and spent most of their time making quilts. It would be

interesting to know how many they made, once I read where the ladies

were tired of making quilts but they continued on until 1940. The quilts

were sold or given to the destitute - many people who had fires were

supplied with these new quilts. They also sewed rags together and made

rugs, they went into homes to sew for two dollars a day, they did Red

Cross work and of course they had programs which were complete with

vocal and instrumental music. They made a lot of contributions to the

church. They bought carpet for the church several times, once they

bought 130 yards at 86 cents a yard, they gave $100 to the addition to

the church, paid $50 on a furnace, $150 toward a light plant, bought a

Communion set, book racks and Communion holders. They met many

of the needs for the Community Building such as wallpaper, paint,

blinds, curtains and even brooms and mops. I wondered how they made

their money other than quilts, rugs and sewing and I found they served

the first Olive Branch Alumni Banquet in 1926 and they had many

dinners at sales in the neighborhood. They sometimes sold such articles

as cards, towels, and metal sponges. They also had box socials. Then

in 1935 they decided to stop selling merchandise and depend on Love

Gifts I have always given Rev. Manning the credit for instilling this

idea that we should not sell but give a gift of love. They had unique

ways of bringing money into their Treasury. They had a penny fine for

not repeating a verse at each meeting, a five cent fine for not attending

the meeting, two cents for every foot tall and one cent for every inch

over the last foot, all Sunday eggs were saved and sold and the money

given to the society, a five cent fine for each lady not wearing a calico

dress and they also had a birthday offering of one cent for each

year old In 1924 I read they bought their first mission magazine and

it was four cents. Plants for the sick cost 25 cents and 35 cents, today

it cost ten times that to buy a plant for the ill. White Cross work was

started in 1920 and has kept our ladies busy for over fifty years.

Mr. John Pursell was also a very active church member. He was a

deacon and served on many committees so you can see the two

Missionary daughters had very dedicated parents. He must have been a

carpenter for I read where he fixed windows on the church, repaired

doors, worked on the roof and made benches for the church. When he

died in 1890 I'm sure the church really felt his loss. He lies buried in the

cemetery beside the church along with many members listed on the

membership roll.

In 1887 the church resolved to take up collections at each meeting.

It was this year that I first read a Treasurers report. It said the church

had collected $396.06 but had paid out a total of $566.53. They had bought
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an organ for 65.75 and a lamp had been purchased for the choir. The
next year lamps were purchased for the yard.

I wondered how they had their singing for they appointed a committee
to have some system of singing at regular meeting and the committee
appointed seventeen people. This must have been a choir.

The church recieved requests from time to time from other churchs
asking for help financially and a Nebraska church asked at this time
and the church sent a dollar. Remember a dollar went much further

in 1887.

In 1889 the church recieved a new pulpit Bible and the old one was sent

to the Third Baptist church in Springfield (this was a Negro church).

This year Bethel entertained the Mad River Association again and
mention was made of meeting people at Enon as well as New Carlisle

and Springfield, it also mentioned arranging for preaching in the

neighborhood and named DonnelVille, Rockway and Union Chapel.

They also bought two doxen chairs to handle the extra seating.

The church bought a clock and this was the first time I read of a
clock being purchased.

In 1891 Scott Ebersole was licened to preach and he was used by the

church whenever they were without a pastor. In 1970 the Ebersole family

sent a donation to the church and the drapes, pulpit curtain and chair

covers were purchased with that money.

In 1892 a motion was made that the Church Convenant be read at

each regular meeting but at a later date it was changed to be read

read quarterly and then finally discontinued altogether.

It was this year that they voted to use the envelope system for

collection.

In 1893 was the date that I first read of sending the pastor to the

State Convention and of having the church insured. To have the church

insured it had to be incorporated and the church was incorporated

at the cost of five dollars.

A motion was made to have an Advisory Committee composed of six

members, and that no case would come before the church without the

vote of this committee. This is interesting in that just a few years ago

this Advisory Committee was voted in again when the Constitution

was written.

In 1895 B.Y.F. was organized at Bethel and started the youth work.

For many years the B.Y.F. included young married people- today it is

just for the youth that form this group and each year they take ov^er a

worship service and give a very inspirational service. Our B.Y.F. also

has an Easter breakfast every year. It was also urged this year that

each family have devotions in their home.
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On checking this year on a member as to why he had not been to

church stated his love and sympathy for the church. The clerk was

appointed to write to him and ask him to show his love and sympathy

in a practial way. In 1896 the hand of fellowship was withdrawn from

this member but in 1897 he was restored into the church. I think he

must have been practial and sent some money to the church.

Bethel was having some problems of her own. The pastor requested

permission to call a council of three ordained ministers to settle some

trouble between a member and the church. The member had said some

unChrist like things about the church and some of its members. Since he

was a licensed preacher they decided not to call a council but to recall

his license. Something happened for at the next meeting he was

reinstated to full fellowship but the next year he asked that his name be

dropped along with five other members.

In 1900 the church borrowed money from the Women's Mission

Society is to pay their pastor with the promise to pay it back.

Today the Society is dependent upon the church for financial support

to function.

They also decided to hold weekly prayer meetings. Sometimes prayer

meetings were discontinued (lack of attendance). Sometimes it was

voted to have them in the homes. This would be warmer in winter and

the night of the meetings would be changed.

In 1902 a committee was appointed to find a way to fasten the church

benches down. I can just imagine all the things that could happen if

the benches were not secured to the floor.

A contagious disease caused the church to close during this year and

it is thought it might have been smallpox.

The church discussed purchasing a furnace for $125.00 but instead they

bought two new stoves — one for each side of the church. The financial

condition of the church was probably the reason they decided on the

stoves. In the minutes it would name people responsible for seeing that

the church had wood to burn and the cost was from 50c to $1.50 a cord

The young people were given permission to hold a social at a private

home when they saw a suitable time for it. This was the first mention

of any social life of the young people of the church — except in an

older Sunday School record it mentioned the young people being absent

from church because they had eaten too much ice cream at a social.

In 1904 William Peiffer was licensed to preach. Before this J. Scott

Ebersole and Hezekiah Smith had been licensed — now Bethel could

say three ministers and two missionaries had left the church to serve

others in the service of the Lord.

This year they also decided to ask the young people of the church

to help support the church financially.
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In 1906, in the Mad River Association minutes, a resolution was
made that Miss Sadie Hardacre furnish her excellent paper on "Evan-

gelism in the Sunday School" to the Journal and Messenger. This was
a Baptist paper and every year at the Association meeting a resolution

was made that the Journal and Messenger be in every home to read —
other resolutions frequently made were on Intemperance, careful use

of the Sabbath and once on the dangers of Romanism. Miss Sadie Hard-

acre was a mother and grandmother of the Gordon's in our church. I

particularly remember her poetry she would write.

In 1907 mention was made of Bethel sponsoring a Mission at Snyder-

ville known as Bethel Mission. It mentioned a W. K. Gordon as

superintendent and an attendance of 55. Then in 1915 when the church

bought new song books they sent the used ones to the Mission. I could

not find out how long it lasted but it has been discussed since at Bethel

that we might help the people in that Community spiritually by starting

a church but nothing developed.

In 1908 a memorial service was held for Nettie Pursell Mason and

later one for her sister. How proud Bethel was of her Missionaries

and rightly so, they are the only known foreign missionaries to go

from Bethel.

In 1910 a new light plant was purchased for the church — no more

lamps to take care of and clean.

In 1911 it was decided to have a committee chosen to look after

incidentals of the church and all loose money in the offering basket

was to be used by this committee.

The Missionary Society purchased a new carpet for the church and

the Sunday School purchased an organ. Ethel Martin Heistand played

this organ for many years.

Discussed in 1907, again in 1913 but not until 1915 did action on

an addition to the church materialize. It was a 24 by 15 ft. room put

on the west side of the church. A basement was put in and a furnace

installed. This room is now the vestibule of the church. It was this

room that the ladies helped to finance and later a dedication was held

for the new room and the organ.

In 1917 Rev. E. N. Long was called to preach. His grandson and

family are active members of our church — the Phil Long family.

In 1918 the church was closed during the month of January because

of extremely cold weather and very deep snow. This same year the

church lost its oldest member, the founder of the Mission work, the

Mother of the Missionary girls — Mrs. Leah Pursell. Even though she

had moved away and could not attend she never failed to send her

love gift of money to the church.

In 1919 the church had to close again for illness (thought to be the

flu epidemic) and when it opened again the attendance was very low.
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In 1921 the church purchased the school building for $685. Now the

church could spread out, and have additional classrooms. The record

shows attendance of 170 at Sunday School so this additional room

must have been very welcome since before they had only the sanctuary

and the small additional room to use for Sunday School classes.

In 1922 Bethel celebrated her centennial with special services.

The following year a very old member of the church (91 yrs.) asked

to be accepted for baptism. He was Mr. A. C. Heistand and because

of his age he was carried down to the water in a chair by Rev.

McMillen and Rev. Peiffer and baptized in the chair.

In 1925 Rev. Samuel Furrow became pastor at Bethel. He was a

young man with a wife and small son. The first year he was pastor

his wife died very suddenly. This was such a shock for all the church

but it gave them a chance to gather their pastor and his small son in

their arms of love and help him. A relative came to care for the

young son and help in the pastor's home.

It was this year that they purchased a Delco plant for $371 and the

Women's society gave $150 toward the cost. I have heard stories of

how the lights would get dim and someone would have to run out to

an outside shed and start up the motor so that the service could be

furnished with sufficient lighting.

A Harvest Festival was held at the schoolhouse this year. All kinds

of produce that was raised by the members was brought. After a thanks

to the Lord for the bountiful harvest, three boxes were packed to be

sent to a ministers home in Cleveland and the rest was sold bringing

in fifty dollars to the Treasury. In later years the ladies sent barrels

of home canned fruit and vegetables to this home.

In 1927 Bethel helped organize a regular Baptist Church on Pleasant

Street in Springfield. It became known as Calvary Church and has now

moved into the rural area. Rev. Manning, a pastor at Bethel also

served this church for a number of years.

In 1928 electricity was put into the church at a cost of $54 and the

Delco plant was sold for $25. Now we have seen lighting go from

candles to lamps, to a light plant, to Delco, to electricity.

A new Pastor, Rev. Harry Manning, was called at this time and he

served both Calvary and Bethel churches.

In 1929 the church entertained the Mad River Association again. This

meant a lot of planning and preparation since the church provided a

dinner and supper meal. They charged 35 cents for the noon meal

and 25 cents for the evening meal.

This was the first time I heard Bulletins or bulletin board mentioned.

The bulletins called attention to the activities of the church. They must

have been discontinued for they were started again in the late 1940's
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by Paul Harris and have continued since with Miriam Salyers as the

editor. They also decided to take evening offerings this year. In 1930

the church entered into a Baptist Community Canvas. Letters were
sent to every church family or member, if just one member belonged

to the church. Those letters presented the problem of financing the

word of the Kingdom of Christ, pledge cards were enclosed and the

people were urged to use envelopes to give their offering to the church.

Many years before a long shed had been built across the back of the

church lot for the use of those who came to church in horse and buggy.

In 1931 the church wished to dispose of this shed and contacted

the owners.

In 1934 the church started full time preaching and we have seen this

progress from once a month to twice a month to half time (sharing a

pastor with another church) to full time preaching.

About this time a Rev. William Peiffer held special services at Bethel

and on the last morning of his meetings he suffered a stroke while

praying and died later in the year. He was a very inspirational

minister and since he was in the Gordon home during his last illness

I felt sure he helped Edwin Gordon to make his decision to heed the

call to become a minister.

In 1935 a disagreement between the Sunday School Superintendent

and the pastor caused much trouble and heartache in the church. The
superintendent was dismissed from any connection with the church.

This was a sad time for Bethel — sides were taken in the dispute and
some members left the church never to return.

A new furnace was purchased for the church for $300 and I noticed

it took a year to pay off the debt of the furnace.

In 1937 the practice of giving new Bibles to each new convert was
started — they also were presented with a church manual.

In 1938 the church voted to send delegates to the Ohio Convention

in Columbus and the Moderator of the church at thit time requested

that those going should act as delegates. There was a time when the

men had week-end meetings called Men's Conference when some tricks

were played on others in fun but I thought it was later than this. So

I don't know why this request was made at this time.

In 1940 a vestibule was added to the front of the church and new

pews and furniture for the pulpit were purchased. It is this furniture

we are now using.

Junior ftapt»r was organized by Alice Andrew. This service serves

the children on their own level and they can participate in the service.

Many loyal members have taken over the responsibility for this group.
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Rev. Edwin Gordon was ordained in 1944. This is the first ordination

I had ever seen and it was a very impressive service. He had been

used as a supply pastor at our church while he was preparing for the

ministry. He is also a descendent of the Miller family.

This same year it was decided that deacons be voted on and serve

for two years. Before when deacons were voted into office they served

until they resigned or at their death. It was also voted to have six

deacons instead of four.

New trees were planted in front of the church and it was decided as

soon as they were large enough the old locust trees would be removed.

I thought it interesting the trees cost $20 and were guaranteed to live.

In 1947 a furnace was purchased for the Community Building, now

known as Fellowship Hall, and the building was remodeled.

In November of this year the members of the church signed a petition

against the creation of an artificial lake just east of the church.

A "Winning the Children For Christ" program was used this year.

Unchurched children were invited into homes and told the Gospel story.

In 1948 the belfry was removed from the church and the bell

stored away.

A piano was purchased for the church by Cassius Martin, the grand-

father of some of our present members.

Some good recommendations were made by the deacons — they were:

(1) go over the books once a year to see that all members are accounted

for. (2) Each new member be appointed a "sponsor friend" to watch

over, protect, instruct and encourage in their new Christian experience.

(3) Have a study group for all new members .(4) That people be made

conscious of need for new workers in church. (5) To have a Christian

Fellowship night semi-annually.

In 1949 Bethel had her first Vacation Bible School. Once before it

had been tried having it one day a week for five weeks, and at another

time our church went with other churches in the area but this started

an annual Bible School that is very much a part of our Christian

Education program today.

In 1950 an oil furnace was purchased and installed in the church

building at a cost of $1100. The Sunday School paid $500 and the rest

was raised by donations. Now we have seen heating go from wood

stoves to coal stoves, to coal furnace and now an oil furnace.

In 1951 a discussion was held on joining the church and Community

building together but the construction engineer did not give an estimate.
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A Fund was set up for the training of anyone who wishes to go into

Christian service. Many young people have been helped in getting

their education for Christian service — several of these people are in

the ministry today.

Rev. Long after serving as pastor for twelve years tendered his

resignation. He served during World War II and I especially

remember he and Mrs. Long doing all their calling on bicycles because

of the gas rationing.

The Friendly Helpers Class asked permission to put restrooms in

the Community Building but this was never accomplished for soon

after plans started to be made on remodeling the church.

In 1952 the church was trying to call a new pastor. It was felt by

the church that we needed a parsonage and a discussion was held

whether to buy a place in Donnel'sville that was for sale or build a

home. The home in Donnelsville was purchased for $6850 and the

young people of the church were given $500 to redecorate the parsonage.

Rev. Harold Gray was then called as pastor and they moved into

this parsonage.

In 1953 water was placed in the Community Building and a stage

used during school days was removed.

This year the B. Y. was divided into Senior and Junior groups.

In 1953 a Hammond Organ was purchased by the church and this

made the music at all services more impressive. Later chimes were

added by the family of Abe Martin in memory of Mrs. Martin.

Bethel lost a very beloved member when Aunt Minnie Schauffner

went to meet the Lord she loved so much after 73 years as a member

of Bethel. She was 103 years old. Her husband had been a sexton

of the church in 1875. Aunt Minnie lived her life as she thought, the

Lord would want — she always had a wonderful word to say for her Lord.

In 1953 a building committee was appointed to make plans for a

building program. The church was growing out of its facilities.

In 1954 a Mission Board was set up composed of three men and three

women. This group would plan the Mission program for the church.

In 1955 a new movie projector was presented to the church to be

used for visual aid by all. Since then a slide projector, filmstrip

machine, tape recorder along with many records and tapes have

been added to this visual aid department.

The calendar year was changed from April 30 to Eecember 31. Now

all officers start their new plans with the first of the year with the
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exception of Sunday School teachers in the primary. They change at

promotion time in September.

Clinton Gordon, a deacon for many years and active in many phases

of our church work, died during this year. I remember him as a quiet

dignified man, respected by all who knew him.

In 1956 a Music Board was formed to plan all special music. They

appoint the organists, pianoists, and choisters. Our church has a wealth

of music talent and they could see that all were allowed to use that

talent.

In the beginning of church they appointed a song clerk. He must have

known the music well for it was sometime later they bought books.

In 1963 the Deacons had suggested to the Mission that they consider

our church paying some support to a Missionary. A year later they chose

Willard Scofield as the Missionary we were to support with $3500.

In 1957 plans were represented by the building committee for a new

building program. The sanctuary was remodeled and reversed, a

baptistry was put in beneath the choir loft, nine classrooms were added,

a nursery, restrooms and utility rooms at a cost of $78,000.

A group of young women of the church formed the Ann Judson Circle.

This was later extended to four Circles known as the Ann Judson, Lydia

Sarah Gordon & Marian Hackett. Today it has been reduced to three, tho

Ann Judson, Lydia and Norma Scofield Circles. These ladies do all kinds

of Missionary work for both home and foreign missions. They help

families that have problems of hardship, they provide food at the time

of bereavement and are the most avids readers of the book in our library.

The family plan of having the Mission Magazine in every home was

started. The church paying for tfte subscription for each family. Today

the magazine is known as The American Baptist.

In 1959 a School of Missions was held for the first time. It continued

for a few years but has been discontinued. In 1969 a Mission Festival

was held which served a similar purpose — getting our people

acquainted with our Mission work. At the Mission Festival a Faith-Plan

was started that increased our Mission interest and giving.

Since the church was in a state of remodeling Sunday School was

held in an empty barn nearby owned by Emo Hardacre. This was a

unique experience for the young members of the church. Church service

was held in the Community Building. All this inconvenience made us

really appreciate the new remodeled church when it was completed.

In 1960 the driveways and parking lots were blacktopped making

additional parking places usable.
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In 1961 our pastor Harold Gray and his wife were sent on a trip to

the Holy Land. A member had presented the money to the church to

be used for the trip. Upon their return they shared their memories

and pictures of this trip with the church.

1963 some money had been given to the church in memory of the

former deacon, Harry Clark, this money was used to put in an audio

system in sanctuary and nursery.

In 1964 a request was made by a church in Burma for a donation so

that they might build a new church. The church sent $385 this was more

then sufficient to build their church. They honored us by calling their

church Bethel in their native language.

The Mad River Association was redistricted and now known as the

Western Association.

In 1963 the Deacons had suggested to the Mission Board that they

consider our church paying some support to a Missionary. A year later

they chose Willard Scofield as the Missionary we were to support with

$3500.

Bethel started another building program in 1964. Plans were to connect

the Community Building onto the church. They added five classrooms,

a modern kitchen, pastor's study, secretary room and a large room to

be used for group meeting. The total cost of this construction was $26,000.

The name of the Community Building was changed to Fellowship Hall.

In 1965 Bethel ranked first in Ohio in per capita giving toward Missions

among American Baptists. We also ranked nineteenth in the state in

tota* giving. Bethel has come a long way since in early history they

were very much in opposition to mission giving.

This same year the Bethel Journal was started. This is a monthly

paper containing information and plans for the church.

In 1966 the church coiisidcrcd building a parsonage. Two separate lots

had been offered to the church. One by Robert Gordon and the other by

Elno Hardacre. After careful consideration the lot across the road from

the church was chosen. Now the pastor would be living where the echoes

of the services of the first church would be remembered. The parsonage

was built at a cost of $26,000. A faithful member and a descendent of the

early Miller family gave the church a $10,000 donation to pay part of this

debt.

Rev. Harold Gray retired after faithfully serving our church 14 years.

They had endeared themselves to so many that they left many sad hearts.

It was like one of the family going away. When they moved from the

parsonage it was sold.

In 1967 Rev. Don Crellin was called to serve as pastor and moved

into the parsonage with his family.
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A Constitution Committee was formed to write a Constitution for

our church. This was to be a suide for all areas in our church work.

When presented to the church it was accepted and is now being used.

The Library was revitalized with new books added until we have a

library of nearly 500 books for all ages, and interests.

The church did some remodeling this year. The ceiling was lowered

in the sanctuary using accustical tile, the front of the church wa-

paneled and new carpet was put on the aisles and podium.

A part-time secretary was employed to assist the pastor.

In 1968 a Pals Club was organized to interest our young boys and

other boys in the community in a Christian group.

In 1969 we lost another deacon, Gerald Griest. He was a very faithful

member and leader in the church, and always willing to serve in any

capacity. In his memory a beautiful Communion Set has been given

to the church.

Within the last few years a new Bulletin Board has been placed at the

front of the church. It is made of brick to blend in with the finish of the

church and was given in memory of Albert Stone, a former Trustee, by

his wife Claudia.

A Golden Age Club has been formed and they meet to have fellowship

together, sometimes take interesting trips or listen to a vital speaker.

New drapes were placed in the front of the church with money left to

the church by the Ebersole family. Scott Ebersole had been licensed to

preach by our church many years ago.

I couldn t give all the names of the people who had a part in building

our church, to what it is today. Their names are written down in the

Book of Life and some He buried nearby in the little cemetery. We still

have faithful mmbers who are still concerned and work very hard in

our church service. I am very grateful and I am sure each one of you

are too for the faithful people who had the courage, perseverence, trust

and faith in our Lord, above all the concern for the lost in the neighbor-

hood and community or we would not have a Bethel today. I read the

names of many churches in Springfield and nearby committees that

are no longer in existence. It has taken many generous and dedicated

people to make Bethel what it is today but I am sure each one would

say "I did it to bring the Lord to others."

We are proud of those who have gone out as ministers and missionaries

but wish the number could have been greater. That should be a

challenge for tomorrow.
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Bethel has been a witness in this community for 150 years. Times
have changed and we can see changes in the thinking of the church, in

its properties, its habits, and its members but we still have the same
Lord as did the first organizers and He is still as concerned for Bethel

as he was 150 years ago. He still wants us to carry his message to others

and to serve our community as a Christian witness. The future of Bethel

ies in the lives of the members of the church today and future generations

Bethel is known as a friendly church. May our church always welcome
others into her fold.

This has been written to show appreciation for all the members of

Bethel Church who have faithfully worked for the Master and for His

Church.
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